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divorce by Act of Parliament between the King and the Queen; but 1 dare say without the King's approbation.
November 25. A gentleman told me—one llombnl, that had been consul in Spain—that he could be a good witness in Parliament to annul the marriage, should that matter come on ; for he could prove not only from reputation, but more notorious evidence, tlmt her condition of health would not allow her to have children when she was married to the King. 1 persuaded him to give it in writing, which he did; and T confess I gave it to my Lord Clarendon (the Queen's gentleman of her house), that such practices might be prevented, and auch authors of thorn discouraged.
November 28. 1 went to wait on my Lord Halifax, who, after the great service he had lately done the Crown in casting out the Hill of Exclusion of the House of Lords, was looked upon as the rjsing man and first favourite!, lie carried me with him in his coach to Whitehall; the next clay he invited me to dinner with him in private. He told me it was to be, feared some unhappy dillereiic.es might arise in the nation from these disputes about the succession ; and in ease it should come to a war, it might be convenient to form something of a party in one's thoughts. ITe told me that he knew very well there was but one oilier and myself that had any considerables interest in my neighbourhood ; naked me my opinion how their inclinations utood. I told him I had an account in writing of all men of note thereabouts, and would wait upon him the next day with their names and characters. I did so, and he did agree with mo that the loyal interest was not only much more numerous, but consisted of more wealthy and active men ; and that those who were HO busy in Parliament against the Court, were men of little, power or esteem in their country.
November BO. Began the trial of Lord Slaflbrd by his peers in Westminster Hull, which was the most solemn
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